AUTOBIOGRAPHY  OF  MARTIN VAN  BTJREN.                     67
Judge Spencer's long acknowledged supremacy. These we had the power, to elect, but at the Meeting of the Legislature Mr. San-ford declined a place in the Council,, and recommended the selection of Judge [Jonathan] Dayton. By this act Col. Young, one of the most efficient of his supporters, was sacrificed to Spencer's resentment, as would have been the case with myself if I had had no other reliance than on Mr. Sanford's support. Dayton, Elmendorff, Hubbard and Col. [Farrand] Stranahan (a friend of the Judge) were chosen for the Council.1 Judge Spencer continued for a season to support General Armstrong with great spirit but was finally compelled to abandon his easel as hopeless. He then brought forward the name of his friend Elisha Jenkins but with no better success. Finally his own name was introduced into the Canvass, and! the matter treated by his friends as if the only question was whether he would consent to take the office. When he was proposed in the Caucus, gentlemen who had dined in company with him but a few hours before made conflicting statements in regard to his willingness to take the place.2 This produced a motion on the part of one of his friends that a committee should wait on him to ascertain whether he would serve if appointed. I opposed this motion, and cautioned his friends to reflect that the appointment of such a Committee would be tantamount to a declaration that a majority were in his favor—which I was very confident was not the case—and that if they should prove to be mistaken on this point they would practice a cruel deception upon their friend if they should obtain his consent. The motion was however persisted in and lost: I then moved for a recess of one hour, to give the Judge's friends an opportunity to consult him if they were so disposed. They availed themselves of it, reported his declension to stand as a Candidate,3 and Mr. Sanford was nominated without an organized opposition.
Whilst we were proceeding in the election on the following day, Judge Wood worth came into the Senate Chamber, and directing Sanford's attention to him I said " There is the man who will be used by Judge Spencer to punish me for what we are now doing." When the Senate adjourned Woodworth stepped towards Sanford and myself, and invited us to drive to our lodgings in his sleigh, and on our way proposed a visit at his house. While there he was vociferous in his exultation at the triumph we, had obtained over an "influence" (referring to Spencer) which had, he said, ruled the State too long. After we parted from him, Mr. Sanford asked me whether I did not regret the injustice I had done a friend. I an-
1 The election occurred February 1, 1815.—W. C. F.
2 Hammond says  (I, 393, note)   that It was Van Buren who stated that he aid not Believe Judge Spencer would consent to be a candidate.—W. C. P.
s" Because he would not put himself in competition with so young a man as Sanford."— (Hammond, I, 393 note).—W. C. F.opinion, anil 'l have taken and removed out of sight and out of my office into another room my HUM* volumes of Chancery Reports. They were too fearful when standing before my i>v«-s.' James Kent to William Johnson, April, 1820. Kent, Memoirs and Letters of. .Tumi's ICon'i p. 186.—W. C. P.
